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WILL RUN STRAIGHT THROUGH J^'^gJB 

TO CHICAGO TOMORROW NI«HT> • * • 




THE 77 I5NT MY* 
PET ENGINE, BUT 
THAT GANG 
D0E5NT KNO* IT! 



THAT Nl 




'ypW.WPj. TRANSFER THE 
GOODS FflOM THE CARS OF 
77 TO THOSE RICKETY 
OLD CARS THAT HAVENT 
BEEN USED FOR YEARS' 



THE LOADED CARS 
ARE HAULED AWAY 
BY AN OLD YARD 
ENGINE/ 



\, 



■l y 



O.K 

CASEY! 




Csi*y Jonrt 



HIT COMICS PACC 41 

lL£A#'£ j RUN. h 




CA5EY SEES IT. -JERKING THE THROTTLE 
WIDE OPEN, HE LETS HER 00 



WHEN THEY REACH TH E 9*. CASEY A*0 HT3 
CREW JUMP!/ "" 




tOyERTHCYROU.DOAN A ST££P E.»T£AS<»Int] 1 REGAINING THEIR FOOTfNG.TH. gY QUICKLY 




CLiHB INTO THE LOADEO 94-.' 




t ACI 42 



HIT COMICS 



C***J Jonrt 




] \~r.Z :'//■■[ ';-.:! IrfR- • j 1/SCTrER SECTiON FALLS- -"j 




BOflE Of THE CARS ROLL DOWN THEJ 
EWEXNtH£KT-f 



WHEN Tm£ SKOkC CLEARS THL CROOCS 
*JSri fRO?1THE«R£AR.GUN5 COCKED! 




C***j Jonet 



HIT COMICS 



f AG£ 43 



CASEY IS JUBILANT AS Kf AttWES 
IN CHICAGO WITH THE PRECIOUS 
CARCO.HE PhOWESTHE POUCt . . 




CASEX JOHES 

I NEED * 
S&UAD TO 
TAKE WEST! 
NO TIME 
TO LOSE- 
THANKS' 



LATE* AT THE 
SCENE OT THE 
WRECKJHE 
CROOKS RE- 
WLASTHB 
TOTTER TO 
THEIR FEETJ 
(CASTS ENttNE 
BEARS OOWN 
UPOKTHEH 
WITH A 
DEAFENING 
ROAR. 
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AFTER HIM. JHEY THRASn 
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CAT'S NINTH LIFE 



Br TONY BOON 



T WAS afraid co go to alecp 
*• chat night—- afraid to turn 
out the light. For awhile I aat 
up in bad pretending to conccn- 
tratc oo a beak and atroiting the 
Baron'* *irei muzzle at be lay 
oe tba big bad dose to ma. The 
Baron was a nwsgninrestt German 
ahepherd dog that I had picked 
ap in Bavaria during one of any 
trip* abroad. But even the trusty 
Baron wasn't reajauring to wj 
touch. Hi* fur wa* prickly with 
Hit ears quivered 
has right era-brow *»i 
cocked in that a mi ou * . question* 
ing look that mode ham to hu- 
H« whined nervously at al- 
regviar in t e rval* and I aooo 
had to alam my book down and 
talk to ham. 

"Thee ia sheer nonsense, old 
boy," I mid. "After twenty year*, 
I return to ear old horn* a 
s ea so ne d world traveler, having 
aeon and daoa enough to till a 
fi *e foot ahetf of a a o k . an d 
cauae of la 'mr faoliab 
• teles, I'm afraid to ga 
to aloep in the very room that I 
epeaf my aheitered childhood!" 

The Baron whined and thud- 
dcred. Hu eara stood up at at* 
taaktion and be glanced toward 
the window where the wind waa 
brushing the branches of the old 
maple is a weird dtae* a gat net 
the pane. 

"You're a great help, my 
friend. Surely you don't believe 
my sister*, wud stories about the 
Cat, do you? Hnrnn maybe you 



do. Well, it ii something snore 
than a coincidence when fifteen 
of one's relatives dtt from 
arrange and unnatural causes 
within a few yttrt . . . and ai- 
ways this mysterious cat-tike 
figure that disappears into the 
dark, even after being shot u by 
rifle*, automatics and a Police 
Captain's m a chine gun. Someone 
certainly has it in for the Black* 
atones. But w h y w hy on earth 
should a respectable family baa 
ours be sub /en to a murderer's 
designs*" 

That I had only now beard of 
the arrange d*mttu, after 
we l com ed home by my 
-uh a startled, "Oh, you're trill 
alire!" wnen ahe opened the 
door for me. waa due to the fact 
that I had not rr ti tannin n 1 
with the family for over three 
years, merely an oversight on my 
part, and they naturally con- 
cluded that I had been one of 
the Cat's tictime. 



Suddenly I lumped out of bad 
and. followed dearly by the 
Baron, raced across the hall and 
pounded on my sister's d< 



"Jane! Jane! Remember the 
etory father uaod to tell us about 
Great Uncle Gre g ory's cat?" 

Jasse squelched my rscucrncnt 
with an angry "Shhhhhah! YoaH 
wake Aunt Margaret! Yea, we've 
d ta en iae ed that as s u per st it i ous 
nonsense that will lead sss 
nowhere. Just bec ause Uncle 
G regory waa viciously cruel to 
an animal that he seemed never 
to succeed m killing ia no reason 
why his whole family should suf. 
fee. Go back to bed. now. Our 
generation hasn't been attacked 



yet, only the older ones, so get 
some sleep." 

"All right." I grumbled, "but 
Gregory's cat dad die a iter the 
ninth attempt. P-""-"Jt t that! 
How many tame* has thia mys- 
terious cat-like figure been 
shot arf 

"Wa don't know. And you're 
talking utter nonsense — what's 
happened to you on your gal- 
livanting trips around the world, 
have you loot your 



I went back to bed thinking 
that perhaps she waa right, and 
wondering how I could be cap- 
able of such fantastic 



But I had am teen er crept be- 
neath the covers tad pulled thorn 
a little higher traiind my can 
than usual, when a piercing 
shriek tent an eicctrib/ing chill 
down my spinal column and I 
found aayaeif standing in the 
middle of the room, rigid Vtch 
fear. The Baron whimpered at 
my feat, bis bristling fur bruab 
ing against my bare legs. For a 
split second I stood there, then 
gathered my courage and 
one. Jane, almost paralysed 
terror was ia the hall. She forced 
the weed* from her throat and 
nodded toward the door at the 
top of the staircase. 

"Aunt Margaret — in — in — ' 
there." 

She thrust a gun into my hand 
as I started toward the ream. Bast 
we both seemed to know it was 
a futile gesture. Aa I turned the 
knob, a low, feline snarl came 
from the other aide of the door 
— then ■ heaaing spit. I am not 
ashamed to admit that I waa 
shaking down to my toes. 

But, somehow, I managed »a 



open that door and «ep into the 
moonlit room. There, sharply 
silhouetted again** the window 
loomed the nightmare bgurr of 
the Cat! It M no myth— this 
hideous giant, whose body »*» 
that of a powerful, full shoulder- 
ed man with long, alios legs and 
bonds extended at hi* aide* in 
daw-like feature, but whose head 
bore the upright ears of ■ cat. 
the s u spi ci on of fur and long 
straight whiskers, and in the 
dark, thr glowing embers of yel- 
low, green eyes! It was actually 
there, before me. nothing in my 
imagination could conjure up 
such a shape! 

It made no mon and I com- 
manded the Baron M my side. 
But the faithful dog was in a 
state of confused terror. He 
shivered in the corner and would 
not, foe the best time in has life, 
obey snc. The Boron, who had 
risked his life to %**e me from 
drowning and from attacks of 
robbers in the past had met with 
something that even hu br*te 
heart could not endure to face. 
I heard him alma fearfully out 
of Che 



Then I pulled the tngger. I 
heard the shot and saw the yel- 
low jet of flame. But the diaboli- 
ca! figure did not fall. A howj 
rose from its throat that echoed 
through the house and diminish 
ed to a son of fiendish laughter. 
Then I heard the Cat's y'll 
the moot blood -curdling sound 
chat any h i —a n ear could liatra 
to and live. It was like the rasp- 
ing of iron tiles on a non-rout- 
ing substance. 

"Rtasember. the Cat has 
Doe*. I wdl be bock again. 



And with that, he leapt though 
the window and vanished. I 
hardly remembered the events' 
(hat followed that ghastly nighc 
Somthoa.jlhe horribly mutilated 
body of Aunt Margaret was dis- 
posed of. Somehow, }*nt and I 
managed to lire through the neat 
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week and atill keep 
intact. 



The Baron, poor fellow, was 
ashamed te face me. but at last I 
made him u n der s t a nd that I was 
not disappointed in him and that 
I shared his great terror. 
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1 wul only prolong the 
of your death. The Cot 
ha* mne lire*.- 



It was prrciarly a week later 
that Jane, the Baron, utd I were 
sitting together in the living 
room talking to keep up our 
sfwrits— we never retired till long 
past midmght after the Cat's visit 
—when we heard a scratching on 
the window pane. Jane and I 
stared up at each other's white 
face and our frightened eyes 
said, "We're neat." 

As I heard the window behind 
me opening slowly. I pulled out 
the gun that I still carried with 
some rogue hope that some slay 
it would not peore us e! oa t . I triad 
to rise to face the monster, but 
not. Jane and I were both 
to our chairs. We heard 
the Cat slinking behind us and 
in a Mather meount it 
shadowed corner before 
eye*. The chilling vhasan cm 
our very morrow as he spu be- 
tween his long, gieaming teeth. 

The gun will not help you. 
You s h ou l d have learned that 
before. If you try to not it that 



su a 



Up te then I had not been 
aware of the Baron's srriaaa 
suddenly I rcahaed that he 
not at all the frightened dog of 
the previous week. He stood by 
my aide growling fiercely, hat 
hue. sharp teeth bared for 
has body tensed for a spring. 

As the Cat took a long, menac 
ing step toward us. the Baron 
charged forward, leapt upon the 
meesive cheat and buried has 
wolf-like fangs in the creature's 
neck. The bsdeoue daws lore at 
the Baron's throat. A srnd. 
a n g ui s hed cry rent the air. but 
in a moment the block 
collapaed and a low. 
*ias the last sound ta 

The blood from the Baron's 
wound ran red over my hands 
and arms, but in my hysterical 
relief. I could only weep for yoy 
and hold the dog dose to 

"Only you. old f« 
you could know that this was the 
Cat's last chance— that he'd 
come to the end and was bhd&ug 
k. Only yon realised that he'd 
lost hit eight lives, that that was 
has nin th and you took at from 
tsknr 
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Thr Old Wiuk 




Tk, Old Wkeh 
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r i wis* >oo to 

I 50M£FR$W060fi 
I M:N£ WHO 

► B€Eh 

»?' 

S£i 

M01 
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£>£ ST Ov£. W£ CAWU&S OOV CDURTEOU$Cf_ 
■Q THE QATH£FtN& 






m'.iH them escorts too startled to assist 

ThEM^JHE LADIES S*OQN TO THE FLOOR. 






CHAOMSOfTHE 

ghost a ca*al- 

>£« SOON 
HERSfy QAJXMG 
fSlAfPR06BES£> 
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Th, ou n-iich 



f£STlvma QYtft, THE QUESTS ARE HOT ALLOWED 
TOLEAY€.lHSrCADTMErAP( ' 
UNI TO 6£D IN THJV ST 




FAR IH10THE niqmt. RESILED 6V€£t$ PjffT, 

~~56^TtM 9TnOS£. GH06T5 " 
LIKE TWS J ■.THEY MAKE 

ME SmivER' 





AFTER PKlL> 
JN6 70 LEAH 
TNtPREMKft 
THt 6UE57S ' 
SNEAK OOHN 
THtSTAJQS 
TO THE MAIN 
CORRIDOR. 






f?£fK £ SWO*0 PLAT 

MORJALSAN 
OPPONENTS 



>UES KTvEEN THE, 
ThElR UNJAffTHLY 





OUfilNG THE STRANGE CALM 
fWJWIN6 THE FRAt.THE&PL 
AHDHIR6HOS7 





EOt£COM6 
QUICKLY/ 
OUR HOST. 

ElSDCAD' 



rAhP HY WU6HTIR I 




Tht Old Witch 
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1/ THANK HEAVENS 
rOUYE COM£»C*F<e» 
HE WAS KILIEO 

THE GHOST 
CAVAUERS 






Iff* 



youhaV 

WE HAVE KEPT OUR VOW THE 
LAST MEM6ER Of THIS 
LAWLESS FAMILY 6 0CAD 





\ /OUR OJTy On This \ 
\J EARTH IS OVER .WE 1 
VHU6T RETURN TO S 
v im OUR OWN) 
\ /^wORLO.^ 


(WE ARE LJ 
\^ERAR£g) 




■ Ibi^L^ 


4 vb ^n ^^^^^^^» 


/' 1 ^m 




^BV M # 


/FvTjM 


I ./ 1 



•twwnauiiS^ 


• d^^HB 


•" flb 'A 


-^ 
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The Old W«th 



un&nwnoN continues in the oau*ooh . 1 

EA&6UeST IS QUESTIONED .« 




74 
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ifl 

a i 

• 


6 








A 


r^^ 




m\m 


[ -IL 




i 1 " 



YOU MAT STOP ASKING L-J 
~ QUESTIONS I MURDERED* 






\3UT 7VE GU ARDSMAN 00U6 
\HEfi$T0BY 

HAW/ THAT 6 
ITWE BEST fi= 
[ FAIRY TALE 
EVER -4 



% 



ggggyjKo you 00* T* 
BEUEVTE IN GHOSTS' YOU 
CAN START OEUEVfNG 1 
NOW 'J 







I TEU NO MOR£-P£RHAPS Hj 
WAS A DREAM... PERHAPS. 
OUR LADY MET HER *| 
CAVAUER AGAIN. 

SOMCWHERc.J 

I WHO 

lKHDWS.^ 



r*£ sf it ouj€ the a0 wnr*i, 

U«5 V^/r?»5 Ot>*» »pOO $Af*I/ 
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TK6 

r 6mos*<u* 

I CAN U 
PQlVlN 

' rn 
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POOf e650P«AVIS AflO I WILL 
DESCEND IN THE fl&ST 
6yflOSPHE»6.YOU FOLLOW, 

US 



E 



f 






CEH0/H6JHE SPHERE PASSES THROUGH STRATA AFTER STRATA 
\TRAN6i UFE. LELRlt* HUD MONSTERS, FfEfKE ROCK MEN. 
PEOPLE Of THE jivELED CAVES. .; 



r* 



:** 



BUte Btrion 



lil'II 



ftv 



ff\ 



7 



if ....'_ 
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A*6.6£TlOTHg 
TUNNEL.' Hi. 

follows 
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AT FIRST THE PRETTY PEOPLE FLEE, OUT AV/S < OEAUTt SOON hinS THEIR CONFIDENCE 




BLAZE WO AVIS ARE IHTROOUCED TO 
BEATJCA* QUEEN Of T»E JEWELED CAVES 




V*l UV£ IN CONSTANT FEAR OF TXCORE 
Ct£> T L«B SOJARtWE HAVE 




c 



BU:e Barton HIT COMICS PACE 

I oh the sup face of me EAtrrH,fiQOFESSOP sous pp ep apes a peuef eiPEomonM 





STEP CY STEP. THE PPETTY PEOPLE APE FORCED 70 THE ED6E OP 
THE CHASM, MEBE 3LA2E MAXES A D€SP€PATE STAND. ._ 







4WAMAjMHeVAOV&mj0£AWTS J 
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Tommy TimkU 




Tommy Ttnklt 
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Neon, Th* Unknown 
4 *» 




'NO MeS5*b£ FROM T> 
POLE R>« TWELVE HOURS. 1 
SIP- WE CAHNOT COKWCT 

w sir HUMPweev/ (r — -^ 

.try. 

'AGAIN* 



W£POU 




CM tHTO 7M£ rPCZE#ZO"€ 
B/HN6 NOTHtMS GUT 0C5flMP.ll 
HOfi£FOt>TH££fPU&ZQ IS 
A5AfiDOti£D I 




S'eon, Thr Unknown 
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&UT Oh£ MYSTEMCUS ?*&*£. 
PEMAIHS TO TKXLl THE ALMOST 
HOPELESS Tt &UDCDNfTHE 
UNKNOWN. 



beam, he rues NoanfwBD. 




YQtS UMCAMMT POHER &//0ES 
M/KTOA SPOT UfTHlftA FEW 

OETVEfya taK: 

\POU. 



•l/,t A SHAfJ THOQU6H SOUP K£, NEON LAMP S IN A STIUAtt] 
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C3fi> CDKG VPQHA OAMP Of 
XRUCmNG SAVA6£S. imtm 

-man Muwefipus oe&Be. 




HIT COMJjCS 

\&H£tff AHiMAiUK£fH$7lKV3 

warn Of * STRA#6ltrS fioa&a. 

fl&KEVt THE1 TUttti 0* HBO* 



Seen, Tht Unknown 



\aeo* DtsoiAozes a POWER- 
FUL Mi FffOH MS flNOefi- 

TIPS. . .2 




I Cg 60£AT CHUNKS Of THE KE CEJUNQ HURT LE DOWN UPQh JuJl 
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Sttm, Tht Unknown 

1 ^%JJ%xJJ% ^gf^ Aftf Q^iff^p^'c^ 
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sseon owtb among thed&sb 

yfTH UWTHIHQ t/*E SPEED. 



|&£ HiOHK. QAVSetCPS TUiiP 
HEADS U*E A CLEAN KNIfE 




Y&* G6ANTK CREATURES A*~ 
f¥JJALfZED WfTN OEWrLDERNEMT 




** NfONK BAV$ REDUCE THEN 
TO A STATE OF HARHLE^, T r==i 

-nntorry, , - 





BUT TH&f? ESCAPE fSOWCKBD 
Of THE CUBOERtMt SAVAOES 
WHO RETURN HTTH CRUDE 
STONE A6e*Ag£ TS 
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Nron. The (Jnkns>*n 




A S«M6£S ATTACK &HET £y 
A 6f6AN7K BLAZING flST 



TOOTHER CREEPS STEALTHILY 
UP BEHIND NEON 




&UT HtS STONE HANNEJf 

Shattois aeroae rr can 



m 

vet 




fcylQ CI THIS DISPLAY Of THE 
SUPEPNATURALJHE NATIVES 
POOP THEIR WEAPONS AN06APE 




Q&lTH THEJP MUM6LED CHANTS THEY FALL TO THEIR KMEES B 
OEFOSE NEON WHO* THE/ >&PSHtP AS At* IDOL j -r l ' i 




'eon. The Unknown 
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VfEOffS POVEBS €NA6(£'*m 

to umo&stho -me jum&uo 

SOUNDS Of 



fP*f TlRPifK i HtVCr QT fALUNQ Q LAQAL KE-QCK*S SH/V£P$ I 
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\&* HUHPHBtt GPtNHEP 
6£/i€AD4 TUECBUSHIHC, WQ6HT 
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1 UStoti SPirrs the huge I 

CAKES VITU A HEATRA1 



fcton, Tht Unknown 






turn** A SMOOTH TUHNtL 7VBOU6H THE TMCK 6LACI&. NEOH 
LEADS THE^AY TO S/g HUMPQHErS KEWCKED &U3MABME. 




'Z2''C~i- '"-i^fuL NEC 
■ffEPS AS 09EHIt\ 
SEAS SUB / ACE. .. 







THE BLACK, 




'UfisJiCan 
WtoOan. 
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TO 






KM TJMT MKMTT A CO*STX»-1***l. MM3.Y- 

* no — b^. mcm mooa rwzr w*«x »i 

»TTnri«WM« 
TO HU. TM KOT TOMMt 
IO «U TM«Z RK C WU II A fMCMlfi 
• • « 

It ». r» — tt* M. • H ■•»•• (MM b 

far tW MM. MOO*, m #- •• In 1 , 
am m* • «MM» - mt M r M Ur I I ^^ 

tar* n*m ims*x box man t»otino» o«u ■ r 
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^Q^ N ESPIONAGE 
& WITH BLACK X< 
THE GREAT i 
THE ROBOT 




Mfc 



-\ 






\ 



>3 



7| 



l\A 



WINGS 
WENDALL 

PURPLE 



THE 



AND 
CHIC CARTER 
MAGNO.. 
PLUS OTHER 
SLAM 
BANG 
COM 

/ 



TRIO. 



